
Immediate In-Class Feedback and Personal Response System

Immediate In-Class Feedback
• Occurs in class as teaching/learning happens
• Provides instructor an indication of student understanding
• Provides instructor the opportunity to adjust the lecture on-the-spot if necessary
• Provides student with an indication of his/her understanding to help with study later
• Can be used in conjunction with peer instruction, a collaborative learning technique

made popular by Eric Mazur of Harvard
http://mazurwww.harvard.edu/education/pi.html

In-class Feedback is one component of Active Learning

Characteristics of Active Learning
Students are
• Involved in more than listening
• Involved in higher-order thinking
• Engaged in activities
• Less emphasis is placed on transmitting information and more emphasis on

developing studentsí skills

PRS (Personal Response System) www.educue.com
• Anonymous
• Simultaneous
• Provides continual feedback to both students & teacher
• Assists with student motivation & alertness

Key is the Question used (Mazur terms them ìConcepTestsî)
• Conceptual
• Multiple Choice
• Brief (1 minute)
• Designed to surface misconceptions

Other Methods of Obtaining Immediate In-Class Feedback
• Raised Hands
• Finger Signals
• Flashcards

Advantages/Disadvantages of Other Methods
Other methods can be:
• Less expensive
• Easy to implement

However, other methods are:
• More difficult to obtain accurate results
• Viewable by instructor only
• Difficult to archive and/or share data
• Not anonymous






